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April 22,2021
VIA EMAIL

The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo
Governor of New York State

c/o Elizabeth Garvey, Esq.

Acting Counsel to the Governor
NYS Capitol Building

Albany, NY 12224

Re:  Letter in Support of the Appointment of
Kathy Hirata Chin to the New York State Court of Appeals

Dear Governor Cuomo:

On behalf of the Asian American Bar Association of New York (“AABANY™) and the undersigned Asian
Pacific American organizations and specialty bar associations, we write to support the appointment of Kathy
Hirata Chin to the New York State Court of Appeals.

Ms. Chin is a superb attorney with the intellect, legal skills, and personal traits necessary to be an
outstanding appellate judge. She possesses the wisdom, temperament, love of the law, and strong sense of justice
necessary to be a wise, compassionate, and fair judge. She has consistently served the public, as she has been
appointed to numerous gubernatorial, mayoral, and judicial commissions aimed at improving the administration
of justice, and she has provided extensive pro bono assistance to those in need. A dedicated New Yorker and
resident of New York City for more than forty years, Ms. Chin has made significant contributions to her City and
State.

If appointed, Ms. Chin would be the first Asian Pacific American (“APA”) to serve on the New York State
Court of Appeals. APAs are grossly underrepresented in the New York State judiciary despite APAs making up
approximately 9% of the state population according to the most recent U.S. Census data. For example, of the
1,291 New York state jurists, New York State Unified Court System data shows that only approximately 2.7%
are APAs. A recent Brennan Center for Justice report notes that of the five states with the largest APA
populations, APAs are not represented on the high courts of three: New York, New Jersey, and Texas. And
nationally, APAs are only present on the high courts of six states in total.

We summarize Ms. Chin's background and accomplishments below.
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Personal Background

Ms. Chin was born in Frankfurt-am-Main, Germany, where her father -- a second-generation Japanese
American -- was stationed as a surgeon in the U.S. Army. Her mother, of English-Irish-German descent traceable
to Colonial America, was a nurse. Her parents had met in New Haven, Connecticut, when her father was attending
Yale Medical School and her mother was attending Yale Nursing School.

Ms. Chin lives in New York City with her husband, the Honorable Denny Chin of the United States Court
of Appeals for the Second Circuit. They have two sons. Their older son is a professor at Relay Graduate School

of Education; their younger son is a fact checker at The Ringer.

Education and Professional Experience

Ms. Chin received her juris doctor from Columbia Law School, where she was a Harlan Fiske Stone
Scholar and Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Transnational Law. She graduated from Princeton University,
magna cum laude, in 1975, when there were few women at Princeton.

Since October 2018, Ms. Chin has been a partner in the New York office of Crowell & Moring LLP,
where she specializes in healthcare and real estate litigation. She was previously a partner at Cadwalader,
Wickersham & Taft LLP, the oldest law firm in the country. She joined Cadwalader in 1980, when there were
no women partners and no partners of color at all, male or female. She became a litigation partner in 1990.
Through her work and her extensive outside activities, she has acquired experience in a wide range of areas,
including air rights and zoning, Fair Labor Standards Act and employment discrimination, immigration, Medicare
and Medicaid, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, RICO, police corruption, and many variants of
breach of contract and other commercial matters. Of particular relevance is her experience as an appellate
litigator; she has briefed and argued appeals in the New York State Court of Appeals, the First, Second, and Third
Departments, and the Second Circuit.

Public Service

Throughout her career, all while maintaining a busy private practice, Ms. Chin has served the public in
numerous capacities, including the following:

. Commissioner, NYC Planning Commission,
appointed by Mayor Giuliani

. Commissioner, NYC Commission to Combat Police Corruption,
appointed by Mayor Bloomberg (currently Acting Chair)

] Member, Judicial Screening Committee for the First Department,
appointed by Governor Mario Cuomo (1992-1994) and Governor Andrew
Cuomo (2016-present)

° Member, Commission to Promote Public Confidence in Judicial Elections,
appointed by Chief Judge Kaye

. Member, Attorney Emeritus Advisory Council,
appointed by Chief Judge Lippmann






















